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As We Gather 

Some of the central people in the Gospel narratives we get to know by name; 

others we do not. Although the man born blind is a major person in John 9, we 

never learn what his name might be. We meet his parents and his neighbors and 

we meet the Pharisees to whom he tells the story of the miraculous restoration of 

his sight. Although we do not learn his name, Jesus said of the man born blind 

that the works of God were displayed in him. As the One brightening our lives 

with the light of salvation, Jesus brings a new vision to our lives—an eternal 

vision of life with God that never ends. God knows our names. In His light we 

see light—and that is what matters! 

 

 

Prelude 

 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn   “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”  648 

 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father, and the Son T and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Opening Sentences         Psalm 119:33–35, 40–41 

P Teach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes; and I will keep it 

to the end. 

C Give me understanding, that I may keep Your law and 

observe it with my whole heart. 

 

P Lead me in the path of Your commandments, for I delight in it. 

C Behold, I long for Your precepts; in Your righteousness give 

me life! Let Your steadfast love come to me, O LORD, Your 

salvation according to Your promise. 
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Confession & Absolution 

P Let us make confession of our sins to God, our gracious, 

heavenly Father. 

C Eternal God, we confess that we all have sinned and need 

forgiveness. By nature, we are sinful from the very 

beginnings of our lives. Through our thoughts, words, and 

deeds, we continually sin against You. We have lived for 

ourselves in many ways, breaking Your commands that 

direct us not to lie, steal, or transgress Your holy will. We 

have walked in the darkness of bad choices and have left 

unfulfilled opportunities to do good and be blessings to 

others. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and free us 

from selfishness and indifference, that we may joyfully 

follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments. 

Graciously forgive our sins and direct us in ways of 

compassion and love. 

 

P God promises to hear those who turn to Him with repentant 

hearts. Upon this your confession, in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

 

 
Salutation & Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray, 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new 

every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You 

receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of 

body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 

merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve 

You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
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Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 

Anthem  “Wonder-Beautiful”   Mark Burrows 

          “The Heart-Song of God” Mark Burrows 
 

 

Old Testament Lesson           Isaiah 42:14–21 

L This is the Word of the Lord.        Pew Bible pg. 766 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Responsive Psalm           Psalm 142 

L I cry to You, O LORD; I say, “You are my refuge, my portion in 

the land of the living.” 

C With my voice I cry out to the LORD; with my voice I plead 

for mercy to the LORD. 

 

Men:   I pour out my complaint before Him; I tell my trouble 

before Him. 

Women: When my spirit faints within me, You know my way! In the 

path where I walk they have hidden a trap for me. 

 

Men:   Look to the right and see: there is none who takes notice of 

me; no refuge remains to me; no one cares for my soul. 

Women: I cry to You, O LORD; I say, “You are my refuge, my 

portion in the land of the living.” 

 

Men:   Attend to my cry, for I am brought very low! Deliver me 

from my persecutors, for they are too strong for me! 

Women: Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to Your 

name! The righteous will surround me, for You will deal 

bountifully with me. 
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L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

C as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Epistle Lesson          Ephesians 5:8–14 

L This is the Word of the Lord.      Pew Bible pg. 1244 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

We stand. 

Gradual Hymn “When to Our World the Savior Came” 551 

 

 

 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Holy Gospel         John 9:1–7, 13-17, 34-39 

Pew Bible pg. 1139 
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 9th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

.After the Gospel is read: 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 

Hymn of the Day     “Amazing Grace”        744 
 

 

Sermon    “You Can’t Please Everyone”   Pastor Michael Geml 
 

 

We stand. 
Creedal Hymn    

 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Closing Prayer 

 

Benediction 

 

 

Closing Hymn       “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”       423 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Postlude 


